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DAVID IRVINE, AO — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the passing of David Irvine, AO. 
David Irvine was one of the nation’s most respected senior public servants. He was born and raised in Western Australia, 
educated at Hale School and graduated from the University of Western Australia with honours in Elizabethan 
history, before working as a journalist at The West Australian. Mr Irvine then moved to Canberra in 1970 to work 
in the precursor to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the then Department of External Affairs, where 
he would go on to become one the nation’s most accomplished and renowned public servants. Across his career, 
Mr Irvine served as High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea, Ambassador to China, and director general of both 
the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation and the Australian Secret Intelligence Service. He is the only person 
to have led both Australia’s foreign intelligence collection agency and its domestic security service, holding those 
roles under four Prime Ministers. Most recently, he served as the chair of the Foreign Investment Review Board, 
where his experience in diplomacy and intelligence served him well in balancing the nation’s need for foreign 
investment and protecting the national interest. In addition, he was known as a gifted linguist. He penned two books 
on Indonesia, and he retained a connection with Western Australia, serving as chair for Edith Cowan University’s 
Cyber Security Cooperative Research Centre. David Irvine was respected by both sides of politics and I know he was 
highly regarded by former Premier of Western Australia Geoff Gallop. He led some of the nation’s most influential 
institutions through periods of great economic, technological and geopolitical change. On behalf of the government, 
I extend our sympathies to his family and friends. 
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